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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment (within Petition for 
Review), filed on 12/12/2006. This action is final. 

2. Claims 1-21 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 12, 16 and 17 are 
independent claims. 

3. The present title of the invention is "Previewing a framed image print" as filed 
originally. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 1-9, 11-15, 17-19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Oles (6,047,130) in view of Uya et al. (5,781,174), and further in view 
Dawson etal. (5,179,638). 

As per claim 1 , Oles discloses a method of generating a frame prototype image 
showing a picture image framed within a frame, the method comprising: 

providing a frame image showing the frame in a perspective view, the frame 
image having a picture portion corresponding to the portion of the frame used to view a 
picture mounted in the frame (Figure 4 26); and 

mapping the picture image to the picture portion of the frame image in order to 
generate the frame prototype image (Figure 3 24 to Figure 4 24). 

Oles discloses a method of generating a frame prototype image. It is noted that 
Oles does not explicitly disclose "multiplying a texture value at a pixel by the original 
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pixel value of the picture image to generate the frame prototype image", however, this is 
known in the art as taught by Uya et al. hereinafter Uya. Uya discloses the frame 
prototype image is generated by multiplying a texture vale at a pixel by the original pixel 
value (Figure 5 where a frame image in Va is multiplied with a texture value in Vb; see 
Figure 8 and claim 1). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Uya into Oles because Oles 
discloses a method of generating a frame prototype image and Uya discloses a frame 
prototype image can be modified in order to assist design simulation. 

Oles and Uya disclose a method of generating a frame prototype image. It is 
noted that Oles and Uya do not explicitly disclose using texture mapping the picture 
image of the frame image to generate the frame prototype image, however, this is 
known in the art as taught by Dawson et al., hereinafter Dawson. Dawson discloses a 
method of providing a texture mapped perspective view for digital map systems (column 
2, line 61-62, since the digital map is a prototype image). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Dawson into Oles and Uya because 
Oles and Uya disclose a method of generating a prototype image and Dawson 
discloses the image texture can be texture mapped in perspective in order to enhance 
visual reality (column 1 , line 50). 
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6. As per claim 2, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as applied 
to the rejected independent claim 1, supra, and Oles further discloses identifying a 
picture portion of the frame image (Figure 3 24). 

7. As per claim 3, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as applied 
to the rejected dependent claim 2, supra, and Oles further discloses identifying the 
picture portion of the frame image includes providing a mat identifying the picture 
portion of the frame image (Figure 3 24). 

8. As per claim 4, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as applied 
to the rejected dependent claim 3, supra, and Oles further discloses the mat includes a 
plurality of pixels, each pixel having a pixel value (since the display device is a computer 
display, it is inherent that the image is represented by a plurality of pixels). 

9. As per claim 5, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as applied 
to the rejected dependent claim 4, supra, and Oles further discloses wherein identifying 
the picture portion of the frame image includes setting each pixel in the mat that 
corresponds to the picture portion of the frame image to a first pixel value (since pixels 
values are used to represent a picture, the pixels are at certain values at any time). 

10. As per claim 6, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as applied 
to the rejected dependent claim 2, supra, and oles further discloses wherein identifying 
the picture portion of the frame image includes identifying the outer perimeter of the 
picture portion of the frame image (Figure 2 when a picture is selected, its picture and 
frame are identified). 
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11. As per claim 7, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as applied 
to the rejected independent claim 1, supra, and Oles further discloses wherein the 
picture portion of the frame image has a quadrilateral shape and the method further 
includes identifying the picture portion of the frame image including identifying the four 
comers of the picture portion (Figure 2 shows the picture is quadrilateral shape and 
since the picture is movable, its four corners are indentified). 

12. As per claim 8, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as applied 
to the rejected independent claim 1, supra, and Oles further discloses displaying the 
frame prototype image (Figure 4 26). 

13. As per claim 9, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as applied 
to the rejected independent claim 1, supra. 

Oles and Dawson disclose a method of generating a in perspective frame 
prototype image, it is noted that Oles and Dawson do not explicitly disclose "mapping 
the picture image to the picture portion of the frame image includes texture mapping the 
picture image to the picture portion of the frame image", however, Since both the frame 
image texture and picture image texture are both image texture, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to map frame prototype image texture to 
perspective frame prototype image texture and picture prototype image texture to 
perspective picture image texture in order to perform proper transformation. 

14. As per claim 1 1 , Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as 
applied to the rejected independent claim 1 , supra, and Oles further discloses the frame 
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image is captured using a digital camera (Figure 1 50 the CCD connected to 54 the 
computer). 

15. As per claim 12, Oles discloses a computer program product tangibly embodied 
in a computer-readable medium, for generating a frame prototype image showing a 
picture image framed within a frame, comprising instructions operable to cause a 
computer to: 

receive the picture image (Figure 1, item 50 to 54); 

store a frame image showing the frame in a perspective view and a mat 
identifying the picture portion of the frame image (Figure 4 26; since Figure 1 54 is a 
computer, it can store image); and the rest of the claim limitations similar to claim 1, 
therefore is similarly rejected as claim 1 (with Uya and Dawson reference). 

16. As per claim 13, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as 
applied to the rejected independent claim 12, supra, and Oles further discloses 
instructions operable to cause the computer to generate the map (Figure 4 26 to Figure 
5 26; since Figure 1 54 is a computer, it can contain instructions to generate the map). 

17. As per claim 14, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as 
applied to the rejected dependent claim 13, supra, and Oles further discloses 
instructions operable to cause the computer to generate the map by identifying the 
picture portion of the frame image (Figure 4 24). 

18. As per claim 15, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as 
applied to the rejected dependent claim 12, supra, and Oles further discloses 
instructions operable to cause the computer to identify the picture portion of the frame 
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image by identifying the outer perimeter of the picture portion of the frame image 
(Figure 2 when a picture is selected, its picture and frame are identified). 

19. As per claim 17, Oles discloses a method of generating a visual representation of 
an image based product, the method comprising: 

providing an image to be included in the image based product (Figure 4); 

providing a perspective image showing the image based product in a perspective 
view, the perspective image having a picture portion corresponding to the portion of the 
image based product used to view a picture mounted on the image based product 
(Figure 4 26 to Figure 5 26); and the rest of the claim limitations similar to claim 1 , 
therefore is similarly rejected as claim 1 (with Uya and Dawson reference). 

20. As per claim 18, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as 
applied to the rejected independent claim 17, supra, and Oles further discloses the 
image based product is a framed picture (Figure 4 24). 

21. As per claim 19, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as 
applied to the rejected independent claim 17, supra, and Oles further discloses the 
image based product is a Photocard (since the image is a photo image). 

22. As per claim 21 , Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as 
applied to the rejected dependent claim 20, supra, and Oles further discloses the 
method includes displaying the perspective image in an environment that provides a 
context for viewing the image based product (Figure 4). 
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23. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oles 
(6,047,130), Uya and Dawson as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Kurashige (5,282,262). 

As per claim 10, Oles, Uya and Dawson demonstrated all the elements as 
applied to the rejected independent claim 1 , supra. 

Oles, Uya and Dawson disclose a system of generating a frame prototype image. 
It is noted that Oles, Uya and Dawson do not explicitly disclose "mapping the picture 
image to the picture portion of the frame image includes mapping the picture image to 
the picture portion of the frame image using the illumination of the picture portion of the 
frame image", however, this is known in the art as taught by Kurashige. Kurashige 
discloses a method of transforming a two-dimensional image by illumination on a three- 
surface (Figure 4A-4B). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Kurashige into Oles, Uya and 
Dawson because Oles, Uya and Dawson disclose a system of generating a frame 
prototype image and Kurashige discloses mapping an image into an illuminated region 
in order to make the image more realistic. 

24. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oberg 
(5,870,771) in view of Oles (6,047,130), Uya et al. and further in view of Dawson et al. 
(5,179,638). 

As per claim 16, Oberg discloses a system for generating a frame prototype 
image showing a picture image framed within a frame, the system comprising: 
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a client computer in communication with a computer network (Figure 3 70); 

a server, in communication with a computer network, having server software 
embodied in a computer-readable medium, the server software comprising instructions 
operable to cause the server to: 

receive the picture image from the client computer (Figure 3 72); 

wherein the client computer includes client software embodied in a computer 
readable medium, the client software comprising instructions operable to cause the 
client computer to upload the picture image to the server ("a customer can input a digital 
image of an object to be framed to the system through a digital camera 32", column 5, 
line 64-66. Thus, it is inherent that the digital camera has the desired software to upload 
the picture image to the server); and the rest of the claim similar to claim 12, therefore is 
similarly rejected as claim 12 (with Oles, Uya and Dawson). 

25. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oles, 
Uya and Dawson et al. as applied to claim 17 above, and further in view of Oberg. 

Oles, Uya and Dawson disclose a computer to generating a frame prototype 
image in perspective. It is noted that Oles, Uya and Dawson do not explicitly disclose 
the image based product is a photo greeting card, however, this is known in the art as 
taught by Oberg. Oberg discloses a system to generating a portrait photograph which is 
a photo greeting card. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Oberg into Oles, Uya and Dawson 
because Oles, Uya and Dawson disclose a system of generating an image in 
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perspective and Oberg discloses the image can be made into a portrait photograph in 
order to make immediate use (column 2, line 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

26. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
The specification teaches the illumination of the white piece of paper is used to 
illuminate the texture -mapped picture image, however, the specification does not 
explain how this is done. 

27. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "mapping the picture image to the picture portion of 
the frame image using the illumination of the picture portion of the frame image" in line 
2-3. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Response to Arguments 

28. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Applicant also alleges the "perspective" image in Oles is not what 
disclosed specification. In reply, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of 
the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In 
re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Conclusion 

29. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

30. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Inquiries 
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31 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan R. Yang whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7666. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on (571) 272-7664. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




January 19, 2007 



